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Attendance: 
Michael Brand; Darlene Nortum, Life and Independence for Today; Yoymasee Siewe, Center for 
Rural Health Practice; Tony Sowers, Life and Independence for Today; Oxana A. Panol, 
University of Pittsburg at Bradford MSW Program; Kelly Valdez, Life and Independence for 
Today; Ann Robinson, Pitt Bradford Business Resource Center; Lindsey Foster, Pitt Bradford 
Business Resource Center; Beckie Confer, Center for Rural Health Practice; Mariann Kahle, 
Bradford Regional Medical Center; Mimi Smith, Northern Tier Community Action Corporation; 
Tina M. Martin, Care for Children; Kimberly Engstrom, Care for Children; Mandi Wilton Davis, 
United Way of the Bradford Area; Andy Penird, Big Brothers Big Sisters of McKean County; 
Greta Billings, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services; Nancy Chestnut, YWCA Victims’ Resource 
Center; Lisa Defranco, Northwest PA Rural AIDS Alliance; Kelly Okerlund, Intermediate Unit 9; 
Stephanie Eckstrom, University of Pittsburg at Bradford MSW Program; Judith R. Church, 
McKean County Commissioners; Al Pingie, McKean County Commissioners, Duane Wolfe, 
McKean County Department of Human Services; Debbie Olson, PA Department of Health; Lora 
Cope, American Cancer Society; Chuck Dillon, Senator Scarnati’s Office; Daniel J. Wertz, 
McKean County Department of Human Services; Linda Gault, McKean County Department of 
Human Services; Amanda Reese, McKean County Department of Human Services; Lori Peace, 
McKean County Department of Human Services; Melissa Kirk, McKean County Department of 
Human Services; Fran Delancy, Bradford Era; Betty Jo Wilcox, The Guidance Center; Casey 
Schillinger, The Guidance Center; Margaret Kroh, Adagio Health; Lee Sizemore, The Guidance 
Center/McKean County Family Centers; B.A. Sizemore, Strengthening Families Program 
Graduate (youth); Brandon Wright, Strengthening Families Program Graduate (youth). 

2009 Legislative Picnic Summary 
The McKean County Collaborative Board hosted a legislative Picnic July 17th, 2009 to 
facilitate a discussion between human service stakeholders and elected officials 
concerning budget negotiations.  The focus centered on how McKean County could 
best be insulated against devastating cuts in critical investments for children and 
families. 
 
Among the group of 38 attendees, many of who were stakeholders in human service; 
two were youth who completed the McKean County Strengthening Families Program, 
two McKean County Commissioners were in attendance and a representative of State 
Senator Joe Scarnati was present. 
 
The deadline to pass a state budget was June 30 and many anticipated negotiations 
would continue beyond that date.  Discussion centered on the following topics: 
 

• What we can do to help elected officials know what programs and services are 
important to our community. 



Media Coverage
• The impact that a lack of funds on the day-to-day operations of agencies would 

have, including the 
need to cut 
programming. 

• The impact that 
cutting programs will 
have on the most 
vulnerable McKean 
County citizens. 

• What the county and 
local governments 
will have to do in 
order to make up for 
lost state funding that 
normally helps cover 
the costs of 
mandated programs. 

• As discussion about 
the state budget is 
being refined, how 
can agencies best 
track, plan for and 
give feedback about 
the various plans. 
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